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/'County of Inyo 

Planning Department 
P. O. Drawer L, Independence, CA 93526 

(760)	 878-0447, FAX (760) 878-0382 
e-mail: aremus@qnet.com 

June 30, 2003 

Congressman Buck McKeon 
C/o Kurt Courtney, Legislative Assistant 
2351 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

FAX: (202) 226-0683 

SENATOR FEINSTEIN/GOVERNOR DAVIS POSITION ON WIPP 
SHIPMENTS ON CALIFORNIA STATE ROUTE 127 

Kurt, 

Attac-hed for your review are letters from Senator Feinstein and the State of 
California (Joint CEC/CHP correspondence) objecting to DOE's use of State 
Route 127 for shipments of transuranic waste from the Nevada Test Site 
through Inyo and San Bernardino Counties to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
at Carlsbad, New Mexico. 

DOE planned to initiate shipments today, June 30,2003, but has deferred 
initiation of shipping 10-14 days to respond to the issues discussed in the 
letters. 

We wanted to make you aware of this situation. Please feel free to call me 
at (760) 878-0447 if I can be of any assistance. 

///L 
Andrew Remus, Senior Planner 
Inyo County Planning Department 
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I ,aDl 'Nriting to' ask you U;) postpone shipmC1i.ts 0 p!lU'tonium OOUtal'rJllla.tec1 wastes frem 
Ull: NavadA Test Site to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plan New Mexic.o th~t ~re scheduled to be 
sent over Califoruia roadways as ea:-ly as June 30'0:1, I . 

I do not und.erst:a:ld. t,l,.e rft,t.ionale for Qjverti'08 so Pf:nts mto Califomia. esre.ci~lly whe" 
the route is longer. and less direct tban alternative route roUgh Nevada. 

I 
!fyQur 4rpartm.ent ~s re-ro1J.ting tl,.eSt! waste sliip Dfnrs to ~v(]id transit tllIOugh Las 

',', '~:i!:= a~ld over the Hoover Dam. the proposed 329-- · e route thcqgb CaJiforoia is 1i.Ot a 
lCJ~jcal alternative) Most oftlUS route:: along Calitornia Sf!te Route 127~ bas extr~lneJy limited 
emersenoy response capahility and Wi; not engineere fdT hea\1)' tru.ol!t~~ In fact, Califolma 
State R.oute 127 was crlgilu.lly a wagon. raa,4 to Death f!eY' Today thi~ poorly paved route 
euci'l:tes heavy seasonal traffic to De£th Valley which 1 $i 1r25 million visitoTS annually I Safer 
and :narc direct t'Q\l.tes 40 e,ust, such as Nevada State o~te 160J and should be r.nnsidered 
~11ore carefUlly - with the input ofbctll Cillifornia and evada offi~ials. However,: accordiI.,g 
~c officials at the California. Energy Con11"Dission and C ]i~cmia rl~gbway Pa.trol.. the S~ae or
..1ifort'.ia l'las noe be~n consult~d ~nd eert~iT11y does 11..0 qcn(;uz;vi~ tl'le routes cll0sen 'by your 
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'~'~I ~larone1"l.t. i 
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Since there)5 UO ipparcllt urgency tu chipping tl sb waste.s, 1 ~rge yo\,,!. to 1'0;Jtp01.1Q these 
slli-pmcnts until all agreement can be re:aobed oetNeen .atifornial Nev~dal and the Depam.~~e~t 
of Energy Oel d'.;s issue, ~ 
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Ms. Jessie H. Roberson 
j. I~· 

Assista nt S.cretary , . ,", .
W.S. Oapartment of Energy
 
t:;)ffice cf Envircnmeritid Management
 
1000 Independence Avenue. SW
 
WashingtoT11 D.C. 20585
 

Dear Ms. RobersQn: 

This js to advise the U.S. Oepartment of Energy (COE) that Califomia does not cancur 
with thlJ routes that DOE has seteeled fer tho shipments from the Nevada TAst Site 
(NT$) to the Waste l$olation PUet Plant (WIPP). Wa Uni:l~"nd [)OE Is ~n ttl.' , 
proce8. of preparing !or'shtpmonb 10 w~pp alan; this eerrid.or and pla~s to begr." 
shipments on June 30. ·We ~est t~at DOE postpone these shlpl11en~ u,ntiJ this 
·rnutlng Issue can be saUsfaclonly resolved. " 

We are concerned that C9E is rerouting Increasing numbn af nuClear was~e 
shipments through southeastern Cal1fomla to and from 'DOE sites 1n Nevada ih order 
to avotd transit throl,Jgh Las Veg8s and over Hoaver Ca,m.. Althaush we understand 
the need to avoid shipments thro\Jgh these areas. we de not understand' the rationale 
for dlvertlng shtpments ;nta c:~uromial when there .ra better roads 'nd more direct 
arternatlvQ routes that avoid these areesJ The pro~gQd NTS route in Caltfomia: 
extends appro)(Jm2ltIJ~ 329 miles via Calffcm;a State Route '27, then Interstate .15 to 
oorsto'N and fin.U;, ..$\ on US RDvte 40 to A~ono. (Plea'. ce. Attachment 1)1 
ThiS is alonger. less direct route then aJtemative routes. Flouts 127 was nat 
engineered ftJr heavy truck traffic;~ ha~ ttnt;tm"fy long str8tche5 of roadway with no 
shoulders, and orIginally was a wagon road to Death Yalley that was paved over. It 
has extremeJ" limited and remote em-alncy response capability. ana nas seasonal 
heavy tourist trafflc since it is the pJ1mary access raute to the O!2th Vaney National 
Park (1.25 million visitors annuaffy). 

California representatives have objeeted fer years to DOErs plans 1c divert mere 
shlpments into Califomia and use Califomla State Roota-127 and Barstow far the NTS 
shipmeF1ts~ However, in spite of these concems, DOE has persisted In planning to 
u~tl thii rC\J1al We strongf)' obJ_ot to COE':;, diversion of chipmonto through California, 
~~dd;ng considerable distance and time In transit. 

1tIe Western Governors and the Secretary of 5nergy recent1y endorsed the 'WIPP 
Transportation Safety Program Implemen1ation Guide'" In a Memorandum of 
A~reement This GuIde says that DOE Is commItted to following the U~S. Department 
of Transportation's COOr) Hfehwa~ Route Controlled QuantltJes (HRCQ) guidelines fer 
WfPP shipments and that DOe MwHI ccnsu(t with affected stat$1 for the use of an 
alternative route that is net formally deslgnated under the DOT regulations." Upcn 
eornpletion of the pre'-,rad routs dl)siDnatJon or n8Qotiatfon precess. states must 
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~elther file their routing desianations with the DOTts Federal Motor Carrier Safety
 
Adminis,tf8tion (FMCSA) gr edvi&~ the DOE-CBFO of their con~rrence 'w~ negotiated
 
routes." .NQJth9~ ar th~s. ~"t!nts h~s occurred for thfIJI pr:opo~8d routl! in California.
 

At the hsart of the overall success end pUbflc fiecep."CG 0' these wn='p shipments ;s 
the OOENVestem Gov_mors' AseociBlion cooperaUvl transportation safety program, 
Including the tran5pgrt safety pRatocafsln the GuIde. It WDuld set an undeiiirabJQ 
precedent .nd contredlct the spirit and intent of this cooperative effort IfDOE begins 
sr.ipments. on a route,~ without co'nCUrrenee from tne atfect~ states, It is unlikely that 
other states iiwcJv.~d in.tl1e WIPP Tra"spot1~tt~n Safety Program wcu'd welcome such 
(1 precedent.. L 

l • 

Finally, only eight out of til0 approxlmately 40-60 NTS shipments are planned for 
transport thi~ ~ummer foUp~~d by a fong delay, anticipated to be years. until more 
wastes can be prepated' for shipment It would seem prwdent, in terms of efflciency in the 
~se ~f emergency resp~nse rei!0yrces. to postpone these sh.ipmen~ Wltil these i.Slues 
csn be resolVed and shipments I!Ire con.ondated~ ThiS r~gion is entering ita peak fire 
~eaSQnt ~l1tiCiP8tl?d to b~ oale cf Ltt" wgr6t on rec:otd. Emergency I;r~~ are fully 
preoccupied With fire ~tlction and other duties. We question the need to begin only a 
few NTS $hipments to WIPP thJs Summer, onlY 10 flail them for years until more waste 
can be prepar~d for $,nipment. 

fri Ilght of these ccn~rri$. Califomia respectfuUy requests that OOE postpone these 
sh1pment$'until theseilssues can be saUsfactorily resolved~'" 

1 4., • .	 . 

r nd 
IPP Tec;:hnlcal Advisory Group 

D.O- HEI.MICK 
Commissioner, Carifomla Hlghway PaU'"cl 

Attach",ent~. Proposed Truck Routes for DOE rRUw Shipments to WJPP 

Cc;	 The Hongrable Dianne Feinstei" 
The Honorable aarbillil Boxer 
The HonorabJe Jeny Lewis 
The Honorable Sam Farr 
Patrice Bubar, DOE-HQ 
Dr. Inez Triay. Case~ Gadburt. Ratph Smith, DOE-CBFO 
~'GA WIPP Transport Advisory Group 
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( 'PROPOSEfi) TRUCK ROUTES 

FpR DOE TRANSURANIC WASTE SHIPMEN S
i FROM NTS Tq WIPP1N NE 0 ,
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